
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
December 21 ~ December 27 

Mon.  8:30 Emile Dufault † 
  

Tues.  8:30 Mary Elizabeth Coffman † 
 

Wed.  8:30 Daniel Foster † 
 

Sat.  8:30 Mya Bruno † 
  5:00 Sadie Fuery † 
 

Sun.  7:30 Pietro Malatesta † 
  5:00 Gene & Maria Baisch (L) 
   50th Wedding Anniversary 

ST. CHARLES CHURCH              DECEMBER 20, 2009 

Sick Relatives and Friends 
Please remember in your prayers: Larry Panozzo, Charlie 
Lloyd, Eddie Beaudreault, Noreen Baker, Betty Cirigliano, 
Dawn Crecy, Joe Vassallo, Barbara Peters, Carmella 
Chellemi, Carmen Esquivel and Jim Mason. 
 

Are you are ill or homebound? Would you like members of the 
parish to pray for you? Do you know of someone who is, and 
would like to receive the Eucharist? Contact Kathy Fagliano at 
591-7349 ext. 28.  

Sacramental Giving 
Weekly Offertory Collection - $10,204.50 

Retired Religious  - $2,647 
Immaculate Conception - $1,909 

Thank you 

Please pray for the faithful departed of our  
St. Charles Community 

Stewardship by the Book: The Gospel today tells of the 
Virgin Mary, pregnant herself, hurrying off to help her 
cousin Elizabeth. The model of good stewardship, she who 
had given herself to bear the Savior, gave her time and 
love to others as well.  

2010 Offertory Envelopes 
The 2010 offertory envelopes are available for pick up in the 
back of the church. If you do not know your envelope number 
please check the listing pamphlets for your name. If you are 
not a regular envelope user and would like to be, please call 
the parish office at 591-7349 ext. 15. 

 

Christmas Eve 
Thursday, December 24 

4:00pm Family Mass in Church 
 **4:00pm Mass in St. Charles School Gym 

7:30 & 10:00pm Mass in Church 
 

Christmas Day 
Friday, December 25 

Mass at 8:30 & 10:30am  
(No evening Mass) 

 

New Year’s Day 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  

Friday, January 1 
8:30am Mass  

 

**We will be offering two Masses at 4:00pm on Christmas 
Eve as this is such a convenient/popular time for many pa-
rishioners. Please note that there will be extra parking in 
the upper school yard as well as the lower school yard. 

GIVING TREE 
This weekend is the final weekend for our St. Vincent de 
Paul Giving Tree program. If you kindly selected any gift 
ornaments from the tree, please purchase the gift and re-
turn it unwrapped to the vestibule by today, Sunday, De-
cember 20, 2009. Thank you for your generosity in making 
Christmas giving an opportunity to provide for those in 
need in our community. Through your participation, chil-
dren and adults who have very little will know they are 
thought of and cared for this holiday season.  

 Merry Christmas from your  
St. Vincent de Paul Conference 

Advent Outreach to Our Sister Parish  
This Weekend 

This last weekend of Advent there will be a special collec-
tion after Communion. All proceeds will support St. Fran-
cis's St. Vincent de Paul's effort in providing food, clothing, 
utility payments, etc. for the poor in their areas. Thank you 

“Built of Living Stones” Handouts 
The book, “Built of Living Stones,” has been an important 
resource source for the proposed interior renovation of St. 
Charles. Inserts from this publication have been available 
at our church exits over the last 12 weeks. If you missed 
any of the handouts, or would like a complete set, they are 
available in the vestibule. Check the pamphlet rack to the 
left as you exit the vestibule of the church. 

St. Charles welcomes its newest member  
through the waters of Baptism: 

 

Rocco Joseph Zirelli 

Children interested in being part of the 
4:00pm Christmas Mass, please stay after 

the 9:00am Mass today for rehearsal. 

 

Dear Parishioners of St Charles, 
 

May you rejoice in His love 
at Christmas and throughout the New Year. 

 

You and your loved ones  
will be remembered in the celebration of  

the Mass on Christmas Day 
 

Rev. Bill Knapp 



ST. CHARLES CHURCH                        DECEMBER 20, 2009 

Are you curious about the Catholic Church or are you 
thinking about joining the Catholic Church? Are you a 
baptized Catholic but have not received the sacrament 
of Confirmation or Eucharist? INQUIRY SESSIONS for 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) are held 
on Sundays after the 9:00am Mass. For more information, 
please call Nancy Farrant, 650-591-7349 ext. 27, or Linda 
Burns, (650)576-3105. 

Archdiocesan Temporary  
Liturgical Modifications during this flu season: 

 

The distribution of Holy Communion from the Cup is sus-
pended. 
 

Out of consideration for their fellow communicants, all are 
encouraged to receive Holy Communion in the hand. 
 

The Sign of Peace should be offered without shaking 
hands. 
 

We, the faithful are requested to refrain from joining hands 
during the Lord’s prayer. 

 

These are temporary preventative measures during this flu 
season. Please remember the obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass does not apply to those who are ill. 

ST. CHARLES’ WOMEN’S RETREAT 
(Feb. 26-28, 2010) 

Balance due    JANUARY 7TH 
Double Room balance $150.00 (each) 

Single Room balance  $175.00  
Registration forms are available in the bookrack  

at the main entrance of the Church 
Make checks payable to St. Charles Church. Mail to:  

Lorie Boris, 1828 Carmelita Drive, San Carlos,  593-7339.  

We all want to be warm on frosty nights and dry when 
the rain pours. Think of how the homeless in San Mateo 
County feel on these cold nights. They are sleeping in their 
cars, on friends' couches, under buildings or on a park 
bench. You can change this dire situation by donating 
$25 to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul's Sleeping 
Bag Appeal. Your $25 will purchase one new bag rated 
for very cold weather to be distributed at 1 of our 3 Home-
less Help Centers in South San Francisco, San Mateo, and 
Redwood City. Last year we gave away 786 of these 
camping grade bags and served 105,000 meals to the 
homeless and hungry in San Mateo County. Anything 
you can give to support SVdP's Homeless Services is 
greatly appreciated. If you can help, please donate online 
at www.svdp-sanmateoco.org or mail a check to: SVdP 
Sleeping Bag Appeal, 50 North B St. San Mateo, CA 
94401. Our taxpayer ID# is 94-1375833.  

K-5th Grade: Classes are on holiday and will resume  
Sunday, January 31st.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING THE HOMELESS? 
 

The Interfaith Hospitality Network provides shelter, meals 
and support to homeless families. St. Charles currently has 
teams volunteering on Tuesdays and Fridays, 4-6 times 
during the year. We prepare and serve dinner for families 
housed for the week at a nearby church. The time commit-
ment is approximately 6-8pm plus the time to prepare a 
dish or two. Each night we also need someone to “sleep 
over” with the families. We need additional help from pa-
rishioners to supplement existing teams and expand our 
effort. If you think you would like to help and for more 
information please contact: 
 

Kevin Philpott                     or              Fred Koehler 
369-3443                                               593-3085 

Kevin.philpott@cpii.com                       Hfkoehler@yahoo.com 

The need for EWTN Global Catholic Network becomes 
more apparent when contrasted to much of what Holly-
wood and the media are offering this Christmas Season. 
EWTN will offer ten special programs for children including 
the famous "Donut Man." Beautiful music will be presented 
by choirs from Catholic U. and others. Solemn Masses of 
Christmas from the Vatican and the National Basilica will 
be televised. All programs will be repeated throughout the 
week. Comcast 229, AT&T 562, Astound 80, DISH 261, 
Direct TV 370, www.ewtn.com. 

Come celebrate with us from December 15-23 at 7:00 p.m., 
“Simbang Gabi”, Novena of Advent Masses, in prepara-
tion for the celebration of Jesus’ birth. This year’s hosting 
parish is St. Timothy’s Church located in San Mateo, spon-
sored by the Filipino-American Communities of St. Bar-
tholomew, St. Catherine, St. Gregory, St. Luke, St. Mark, 
St. Matthew, St. Timothy and Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
The opening Mass on December 15th will be celebrated by 
Archbishop George H. Niederauer. Reception follows. 

Calling all Former Children's Choir Members: 
Come sing at the 4:00 Mass on Christmas Eve. Did you 
ever sing in the Children's Choir? Would you like to sing 
with us at the 4:00 Mass on Christmas Eve? This would 
involve one rehearsal on Monday December 21 at 7:00 
pm in the Church and you would need to get to Mass 
@3:00 on Christmas Eve. Interested? Let Claire know 
you are coming at 591-7349 x32 or email at CGiovan-
netti@stcharlesparish.org. 

Languages of Love  
A Day of Enrichment for Engaged and Married Couples 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Saturday, January 9, 2010 

St. Bartholomew Parish 
600 Columbia Drive, San Mateo, CA  

9:30am-4:30pm, $40 per couple 
Includes materials & lunch...free child care available 

For more information contact Ingrid Pera  
650-347-0701 ext. 14 



Fourth Sunday of Advent 
O LORD of hosts,  

look down from heaven and see; 
take care of this vine, 

and protect what your right hand has planted. 
— Psalm 80:15–16 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading - From you, Bethlehem, shall come forth 
one who is to be ruler in Israel. He shall shepherd his flock 
by the strength of the LORD (Micah 5:1-4a). 
Psalm - Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and 
we shall be saved (Psalm 80). 
Second Reading - By Christ doing the will of God, 
namely, offering himself, we have been consecrated 
(Hebrews 10:5-10). 
Gospel - Elizabeth speaks to her cousin Mary: “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb” (Luke 1:39-45). 

MEMORIES AND DREAMS 
There is an old saying that good gifts come in small pack-
ages. This is certainly borne out in today’s Scriptures. In 
the first reading the Lord announces that it is from Bethle-
hem, described as “too small to be among the clans of 
Judah” (Micah 5:1), that the Messiah would spring forth. In 
the Gospel story of the visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, we 
can only imagine Mary, probably a young teenager, a small 
woman, bearing within herself the greatest Gift the world 
would ever know. These Scriptures have much to say to us 
as we look forward to opening Christmas gifts over the 
next few days. Nothing in any package beneath any tree 
can compare to the gift given to the world two thousand 
years ago. As we share the joy of Christmas, let us remem-
ber the greatest gift, Jesus Christ, who came into this world 
to save us and set us free.                            © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 


